Filing, d ection dates set

Constitution revision draws 83% approval

Citizen Potawaomi Nation officids and staff are implementing constitutiona
changes that were overwhelmingly approved in a Secretarid Election this summer.
Results from the dection, which ended on August 16, show 1,806 yes vates and 374 no
votes, with 82.84% of vaters backing the revision.

The proposal dso met a second gpprova hurdle, having a least 30% of CPN
members who registered for the dection actudly cast bdlots. The 2,180 who voted
represent 65.7% of the 3,318 who regstered.

Implementation of the revisions was delayed as the Bureau of Indian Affairs
decided dection protests filed by three dissident CPN members - Diana Brasfield of
Bartlesville, Oklahoma, Penny Bishop of Morrison, Colorado; and Shela Hal of
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

CPN Charman John Barrett said, “Filing these protets was frivolous and
shameful. It demonstrated contemptuous disregard for the will of the people. We ae
confident the pratests will be rgected within ashort time.”

The Chairman’s optimism was confirmed when, in early October, BIA officias
rgected the praests, ratifying the revision. In rgecting the praests, Cal Artman,
Assigant Secretary of the Interior/Indian Affairs, told Brasfield, Bishop, and Hall, “ You
base your challenge on grounds that are nat related to the Secretarial eection...The CPN
voters ratified the amended constitution with a large majority in support of the
constitution as pragpaosed. This decision is final for the Department.”

Artman’s decision set in motion a 10-day window for the existing Business
Committee to goprove goportionment of tribal members who live outside Oklahoma into
e ght population-baanced legislative districts. It aso started aclock tickingon “aspecid
election (to be) held within 120 days of the adoption of this Amendment in which & even
(11) Legslators will be dected.” That eection will be held on February 2, 2008.

Ratification of the gpprova vote crestes a 16-member CPN legislature. Hdf the
members will be elected a-large from Oklahoma to represent ther felow Citizen
Potawvatomis in the stae The ather eght members will each represent a legislative
district outside Oklahoma. Triba members in each outside-Oklahoma district will eect
therepresentaive from ther district.

The current Business Committee, which will ceaseto exist oncethe 11 remaining
members of the new CPN Legslaure are elected, has approved boundaries for the
population-bdanced legslative districts outside Oklahoma. A map depicting those
districts can be found on page 1 of this HowNiKan.

The Business Committee has amended the Nation’s Election Ordinanceto set up a
process for filing for office for tribal members who would like to represent ther fellow
Potawatomis in thelegslature. Thefiling period opens onM onday , Od.ober 29, 2007 and
closes a 5 p.m. on Thursday, November 8, 2007. The filing fee is $150. A filing form
can be found on page 24 of this HowNiKan or online a www.CPNElectionCentra.org.

Progective candidates can file via mail & CPN Election Committee, 1601 S
Gordon Cooper Dr., Shawnee, OK 74801. A copy of the progpective candidate s triba
membership card must accompany the notarized filing papers.

A Ballot Request Period will begn on November 1, 2007 and end on January 20,
2008. An in-person polling place will be open from 7 am. until 2 p.m. on Saturday,




February 2, 2008 for dl 11 legslative positionsto be filled in this dection. It will be a
the Nation’stribal courtroom in the Administration Building.

If, in any of the 11 eections, thereis no candidate who receives a | east amgority
of the votes cast in that race, the top two vote-getters will face each other in a run-off
election.

CPN officias beieve the Nation is the first Indian tribe in the United States to
extend this leve of participation in its government to members who live outside the triba
jurisdiction, to say nathing of those who live anywherein the United Sates.

The change in the Citizen Potawaomi Nation's basic form of government is
designed to accomplish two goals - extend more input into their government’s decisions
to tribd members who live outside Oklahoma and take a mgor step toward a three-
branch government with checks and baances.

The Citizen Potawaomi Nation currently has an enroliment of approximatey
26,700. About 10,000 of those members live in Oklahoma Tribal leaders say those
members who live away fromthe tribe's jurisdiction deserve an opportunity to influence
their government’ s decisions on enacting laws and writing abudget.

Tothispoint, the CPN has been governed by afive-member Business Committee.
The entire Business Committee serves as a legslature. Three of its members -the
Charman, Vice Charman, and Secretary-Treasurer- comprise the Naion's executive
committee. Under provisions of this constitutiona revision, all three, dongwith the other
two Business Committee members, will be members of the legslature. Triba officias
plan a subsequent constitutiona amendment to move them out of the legslature into a
soldy administrative branch of thetribal government.

This conditutiond revision accomplishes a third god. It removes the U.S
Interior Secretary’s authority to veo proposed changes in the CPN constitution.



